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Newsletter – Mar/Apr 2020
Events Diary
Winter Meetings
All start promptly at 7.30pm on Mondays in the Wesley Hall, London Road, Horsham, RH12 1AN
2nd March.
The “Members Evening” is an annual feature where several members make a short presentation of
around 10-15 minutes. This could be on any natural history related subject and in any format. It does not
have to be in PowerPoint. It gives members an opportunity to make a presentation on a subject of their
own choice that is too short for a full lecture. This event usually shows some surprises with a wide
variety of topics. The entertainment value is often quite high! The change of format and equipment on
the night is often quite entertaining too!
If you would like to share your interest with us please contact Roger Patterson, before you get your arm
twisted!
(Chairman Roger Patterson)
9th March.
HNHS have walked around various places near to Horsham on summer evenings for many years. This is
the first time we are reporting what we have seen to the general membership in the hope of tempting
members to take part and encourage potential members to the society.
Who knows at the time of writing what treats there will be? In previous years we have seen some
wonderful dragonflies, rare flowers and visited some interesting places. JOSIE ALLEN and SU REED will
show and describe what was seen during the 2019 walks in "The Monday Evening Summer Walks"
(Chairman Roger Mason)
16th March.
DAVID BONE will close our winter programme with an interesting sounding title of "The making of
Sussex; our geological history".
David has studied the geology of Sussex for over 45 years, starting out as a fossil collector but moving
on to writing both popular guides and academic papers. He regularly gives talks and leads trips,
including fossil hunts, landscape walks and the historic building stones of our churches. He is a member
of several geological organisations and currently Chair of the Sussex Geodiversity Partnership.
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During this talk we will travel through 140 million years of the ancient past in Sussex, from dinosaurs to
mammoths, tropical seas to icebergs, to discover the immense variety of our geological heritage.
(Chairman Roger Patterson)
Winter Meeting Reports
“Wildlife Photography Underwater”
Linda Pitkin. 2nd December
In this presentation Linda really wanted to talk about muck diving, but didn’t think that sounded like an
appealing subject. What she showed us was far from mucky, though we appreciated that the black
volcanic sand did make it a dark and gloomy habitat.
She was staying in a simple chalet on Lembeh Island near Sulawesi and went out by boat with local
guides to study the bottom dwellers away from coral reefs. Being so dark, the camera she used looked a
little like a strange animal itself, with two large flashlights coming out on either side of the lens. The area
she was in was near The Wallace Line, which forms a boundary between Oriental and Australian fauna,
so she saw a mixture of both types.
One of the first images she showed us was of the Whitemargin Stargazer fish, a fearsome creature
which lay half submerged in the sand with eyes on top of its head, and what looked like a spiky row of
teeth, though she assured us that they were just fleshy lobes. Many fish down here are masters of
camouflage and can change colour and texture at will, for example the Giant Frogfish which is the size of
a football and looks like a sponge. There are also those which take advantage of discarded items to hide
themselves, such as the Coconut octopus which picks up a couple of shells of some kind and wraps
them around him. One very small one was found in a bottle and only discovered when the guide shone
his torch inside. The Nudibranch sea slugs were beautifully coloured, but generally toxic. They get the
toxin from eating sponges, and can store it in their mantles; predators are right to be wary. The
poisonous Flamboyant Cuttlefish looks like a disco light show with pulsing waves of blue light which
seem to have a hypnotic effect on its prey. It lays tiny eggs like pearls and hides them under an empty
coconut shell. Some species mimic others, and some rely on a symbiotic arrangement which benefits
them both, such as the pretty orange and white striped Anemonefish, also known as a Clownfish, which
only survives by being able to hide in the anemones. It is resistant to their sting and earns its keep by
driving away the Butterflyfish which would otherwise eat the anemone.
Though her dives were deeper than those on the coral reefs, < 30m, and in consequence lasted a
shorter time, Linda had certainly amassed an astonishing array of photos, which just goes to show how
much you can find in muck at the bottom of the sea.
Those interested in seeing more of Linda’s work and photos can look at www.lindapitkin.net
Sally Neely
“Butterflies in the Countryside West of Arundel”
Neil Hulme. 9th December
Neil has come to speak to us before, so this evening’s talk was by way of an up-date, a report on
progress so far. He began by defining his patch as the land west of Arundel and straight away all
thoughts concentrated on the projected by-pass. This has been in the pipeline for decades now and is
needed more than ever simply because the A27 is built to motorway standards for miles to the east and
west of the Arundel gap. That gap is being pinched daily.
What now? A bridge? An elongated fly over? A curving motorway?
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Who knows, but Neil has been gamely plugging away at evaluating the butterfly population in the area.
Some of his patch might be threatened by the A27, most will not, but whatever the outcome his work to
date shows clearly that sustained, intelligent intervention can bring species back from the brink. By way
of example, he told us how only eight Duke of Burgundy’s were recorded in 2003, yet fourteen years
later their numbers had rocketed to 600.
Naturally, much of the work to bring back the right conditions is expensive and not necessarily assured
of success. Another duke, that of Norfolk this time, has helped greatly for some land re-conversion and
thankfully with good results. Restoring old glades and even older habitat can bring back these insects in
substantial numbers. Now, Purple Hairstreaks gather 50 to a 100 at a time round oak trees and Neil has
counted over 500 in an hour.
Nearby Knepp estate, which has been largely re-wilded, currently boasts perhaps the biggest population
of Purple Emperors in the country with 388 seen in a day in 2018. Neil’s work in Knepp is mentioned in
Isabella Tree’s book ‘Wilding’ where he gets four citations in the index, including his recording of the
eruption of Painted Ladies in 2009 when 11 million surged into Britain.
Neil summarised the sightings of about twenty species in his talk to us, recounting most under the
headings of camouflage, warning colours, habitat and location. The Orange Tip started us off and we
finished with mention of Peacocks, hutchinsonian varieties and salt intake. On the way, we heard about
favoured flowers, hibernation and flight aggression, orchids, dragonflies and silk spinning. His images
were perfect, as we’ve come to expect, and we felt we would never again mistake a Gatekeeper for a
Meadow Brown.
The best compliment we can pay him for his enthusiastic hour with us, was to pluck down from the shelf
his book, written jointly with Michael Blencowe, on the Butterflies of Sussex. Published in 2017, this 300
page volume covers all the U.K.’s usual butterflies as well as some rare Continental incursions, and has
splendid colour illustrations along with distribution maps for both Sussex’s.
By and large the story is one of rewarding urgent action with species clinging on despite the trepidation
of habitat loss and environmental erosion, so that perhaps if Neil and his colleagues can maintain their
rate of success, they will put their own volume out of date.
If that necessitates rewriting it in the near future one feels Neil won’t seriously object, especially if it
means that we could confidently say that the butterflies are back.
Oliver Farley
“Spiders Around the Home”
Roger Mason. 6th January
We’d viewed many spiders in November when Graeme Lyons came to visit us, so this was a home-spun
pleasure when Roger stalwartly stepped in for the absent planned speakers for the 6th and told us about
spiders we might see at home.
This reviewer has to make a confession at the very start. It seems to him that spiders select his house
for their preferred residence and do so with careless abandon, particularly so far as their hygiene is
concerned. Every week there are webs and worse to be cleaned up in all rooms and even more often
outside on the window ledges.
Roger is not discouraged by these excesses and examines webs and evidence in detail over time. At
least one web was displayed which had lasted over several months, and almost all the species he
showed us were perched on his vulnerable hands. He claims never to have been bitten by a spider,
though I have met a victim of a false widow spider bite and it was most painful and debilitating.
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Roger did admit in private after the lecture that spider venom is many times more powerful than a
rattlesnake’s but as it comes in much smaller quantities it does less harm, unless of course the victim is
of a size with the attacker. As we remarked about snake venom, the poison is protein which is very
damaging once in the blood stream but harmless if ingested.
Protein came up early in Roger’s talk when he led off with an introduction on spider silk. He reminded us
how strong it is, much more so than steel on a similar scale, and how tolerant it is of temperature
variations. It can endure temperature as low as minus forty and as high as plus two hundred degrees
Celsius, its strength increasing at low temperatures.
Most of us, I assume, imagine that spiders use silk just for webs and catch prey in them. Roger
enlightened us. There are several, varied uses for silk and spiders are skilled in its deployment. Webs as
prey traps are the most obvious, and we’ve all seen the web used as a retreat for the occupant to
escape detection. Egg sacs can be wrapped in silk as can captured prey, but best of all silk can be used
to fly.
We all sat up when we heard this and assumed Roger was teasing us. No, silk can be utilised by the
very light young to make a sort of wind-surfing sail, and it’s tough enough to carry the arachnid Icarus
skywards. They have been found thousands of feet in the air, drifting away from their birth place to start
new colonies wherever they might land.
After this, we too fell to earth, relieved of the heady journey, though not before we thanked Roger right
heartily for placing us ever deeper in his debt for another entertaining evening.
Oliver Farley
“Around the World in 80 Birds - and More”
John Richardson. 13th January
John likes cold places and began his global tour down under, as close to Antarctica as he could get. He
includes both frozen regions south and north as continents and has thus eight of them instead of the
usual seven. Ten birds in each sees him round the world in 80 species.
Of course, some places are a lot more productive of species variety than others. The snowy wastes
boast about forty native species whereas the observant watcher will see that number in an hour in Africa.
Where variety is lacking, populations make up the difference. Giant colonies can reach over 300,000
breeding pairs in one place in the colder regions, with all the consequent noise and odours you might
reasonably expect.
What you might not expect is what that tells us about the flourishing of nature and the abundance of
natural resources in such areas. Judged in human terms, we use the word ‘wastes’ to describe this
inhospitable landscape. The fact that so many birds thrive there shows that there is food in plenty for
them, and so there is, all of it in the sea. The birds evolved to utilize land and ocean, to survive storm
and cold, and this severe climatic test limits the range of species capable of success, but not their
number. Given how the sea provides a monumental base to the food chain in terms of microscopic life
up to whales, there is plenty of protein for the third of a million penguins seen at a time on the ice shelf.
Other parts of the globe have more habitable niches and more species to fit them. From John’s talk we
gained a glimpse of this enormous panoply, more than 10,000 species worldwide, and plenty to see at
home too. John’s concluding section was on the birds he’s seen from the attractive little hide he has in
his woodland home. Over the years, 40 species have been spotted from here, which ties in nicely with
the 47 we knew from our suburban garden years ago.
If birds are so adaptive, how intelligent are they?

Mar/Apr 2020

4

I never subscribed to the derogatory description of bird-brain, and I’m pleased to point out to readers that
the latest research shows that both in structure and use birds have brains quite comparable to some
mammals. The anatomy of their brains is distinct from other vertebrates but they have the full
complement of functions and capacities. Many can learn complex tasks in the artificial habitat of the
laboratory, airing skills which have been observed in the wild as well. Magpies, ravens and New
Caledonian crows have all exhibited remarkable mental achievements acting as individuals and in
colonies.
I refer the interested reader to the current (January) issue of the Scientific American.
I can recommend also to all our members John’s spirited presentation of the birds which have obviously
been his rewarding interest, as engrossing as it has been life-long.
Oliver Farley
“Nordic Montane Ecology”
Jacqui Middleton. 20th January
Since 1850 Europe’s glaciers have lost two thirds of their volume, and the annual rate of loss has
increased since 1980. The Pasterze in Austria has halved in 150 years and the trail where its fellow, the
Ginzling, has retreated is now rocky scree rapidly invaded by vegetation. It’s hard to believe that a
glacier which was 30 metres high has largely vanished in living memory.
Jacqui has been involved with glaciers since the 1980’s and has made the study of moraines her
speciality. Her work concentrated on Scandinavia, Sweden, Iceland, Norway and Denmark, and the
botany of these newly revealed stony habitats has kept her occupied for decades.
Her initial involvement came about in the wake of earlier studies by others which attempted to date the
rocky rings left in the wake of retreating glaciers. The rate of decline in these northern climes is slower
than elsewhere and is retarded by heavier winter snow fall. The glaciers move forward slightly in the cold
months, pushing rocks and gravel in front, then they melt at the leading edge and deposit material frozen
into them. The rings of deposits year by year leave a distinct footprint which can be dated. Historic
records are used at first, then the invasive vegetation is interpreted to date the older retreats.
Jacqui started her studies on patches of snow melt and became familiar with the plants which will
tolerate snow whether all the year or seasonally. The same technique can be employed on the larger
scale of the glacier front and a detailed examination of the moraine’s botany yields likely dates for each
segment revealed by the receding ice. Lichens play a vital role here and involve a lot of crawling around
at ground level, magnifying glass in hand, amid the freezing rocks and the cutting winds. The lichens are
soon accompanied by dwarf willows and mountain avens, and they must be hardy indeed to eke a living
from this hostile world.
Sometimes the day was enlivened by sightings of mountain hares or reindeer, ravens or ptarmigans, and
in western Iceland puffins were ubiquitous.
The invasion of the territory abandoned by the ice put many of us in mind of how quickly Amberly chalk
quarry was over-grown when it too was abandoned and bare in the 1960’s. Within a few years it was
green again and now, five decades later, it is seriously proposed as a nature reserve. The creeping line
of declining ice globally is similarly allowing vegetation to flourish ever more northerly with unknown
consequences. As an example, there is now some alarm about European earthworms gaining an
unexpected foothold in North America. Don’t think that’s a trivial concern. Every inch of soil in your
garden has been through an earthworm and their vital role in processing biological material gives them a
key, if unobserved, role in botanical health.
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We must wait and see where this world wide unsupervised scientific experiment which is climate
warming will lead us.
In the meantime, we’re grateful to Jacqui for her patience, her pictures and her professionalism in telling
us about the botany of the defrosted North.
Oliver Farley
“Gatwick Biodiversity”
Tom Simpson. 27th January
This was the second time in recent years that we’ve been entertained with the story of the nature watch
at Gatwick. We think of our local airport as the starting point of so many journeys and the home landing
from them too, so it’s a little incongruous to think in terms of nature preservation amid the howl of
powerful engines. For those of us who’ve walked in the pleasing countryside around about the hub we
know that howl all too well. On a bright Sunday morning last year, I gave up counting after the twelfth
EasyJet surged aloft, each at an interval of less than two minutes apiece.
So, is biodiversity and its study a lost cause in this environment?
The Gatwick Greenspace Partnership has just celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary and it includes local
authorities and conservation bodies alike. Is it worthwhile or is it a veil of fashionable cover for a polluting
industry?
The pollution is certainly there. If a Boeing 747 flies from London to Edinburgh it emits 33 tonnes of
carbon dioxide. That sounds appalling, as indeed it is. But let’s look at the rate of pollution per
passenger. The 747 will have burnt about 10 tonnes of fuel and the ratio of fuel burnt to CO2 produced is
about 1:3. The figure is 3.15 grams of CO2 per gram of fuel which for a 737 – the more popular type of
aircraft at Gatwick – is 115 grams per passenger kilometre.
How about a standard car?
A popular large Ford produces 151 grams per kilometre. That’s 31% worse than the aircraft if there’s
only the driver. Load up the car with its capacity of five and we’re polluting at one third the rate of the
plane.
So, we can conclude reasonably that when measured in pollutants per passenger kilometre the aircraft is
not as egregious an offender as we thought and it underlines to all of us the importance of using our cars
more wisely, with more passengers and more attention to the type of car we drive.
While considering numbers, Tom had some of his own to put in the balance. To date, Gatwick has
recorded 12 species of bat, 548 species of plant, 55 invertebrates, 33 species of butterfly and 300 of
fungi.
The review covers two main areas and we have to keep in mind that airports are very large spaces and
the surrounding areas are affected by noise and fuel smells so the footprint of the airport is greater than
the constructed areas alone. No one wants to live too close though many of those who live within easy
reach have helped over the years to record the unexpected bounties of nature to be found. Over 300
volunteers have worked here, and hundreds of children have been introduced to this surprising face of
air travel.
Tom told us in detail how it all comes together and we remain in his debt. When our flight is next delayed
and we stare out at the receding runways let’s spare a thought for all those bats and fungi who’ve made
this noisy complex their home.
Oliver Farley
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Chesworth Farm
A volunteer team laid a short section of hedge at Chesworth Farm recently. It was part of a training
session with the aim of improving some of the site’s hedges using traditional methods.
Laying or plashing* a hedge is a well-established technique often associated with coppicing. Its origins
certainly date from a period long before “traditional” coppicing developed. For example, the word “hedge”
derives from the Anglo-Saxon word gehaeg and even Caeser himself is known to have written eloquently
about a laid hedge he saw when fighting the Gallic wars. Although it may have been used throughout
history, the laid hedge’s heyday must have been as a result of the enclosure acts during the 18th and
19th centuries.
Hedge laying provides a hedge that is first and foremost strictly
functional. It keeps animals in – or out – and provides a robust
marker for land ownership and, once established, it needs to be
managed to maintain its integrity.

Hedge laying; Photo credit: Ryan Allison/HDC

Broadly speaking a laid hedge is created by cutting hedge shrubs
and selecting certain young trees and “laying” them towards the
ground. The hedge is then strengthened with stakes and the whole
bound together – plashed – to give it shape and strength. Many of
these early hedges were established on the edges of land cleared
from the forest and utilised the
smaller trees that sprung up at the
edge of the cleared areas.
However, to improve the quality of
the hedge and to provide materials
for the labourers, many species of
hedge plant we know today were
deliberately planted.

The shrubs and small trees in the early hedges, Hazel, for example,
provided a useful range of materials for practical purposes such as
hurdles, wattle and other small building products. Hazel hedging was
established as part of the coppicing process and Hawthorn, as a
remnant of the forest edge, provided fruits, good firewood and tool
handles as well as a more impenetrable barrier.
Hazel nuts

To support this diversity and further increase the hedge’s usefulness,
many shrubs and trees were specifically added to the hedge during its regular management. Blackthorn
appears to have been planted in many hedges, primarily for its
value of suckering and its subsequent prolific production of thorns a great deterrent to potential escapers or intruders but also for its
fruits. Elder, rose and Guelder Rose for example, also for fruit,
oaks for firewood and construction and in many cases even elms
were planted for the species’ diversity of uses.

Blackthorn flowers; Photo credit: Mark Jarvis
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Whether laid or not, managing the hedge opens up its base to
additional light and so a burgeoning range of ground vegetation
has a chance to develop and spread. So, a vast array of herbs
spring to life and many of these have been used for culinary
purposes over the centuries. Stinging Nettle, naturally, is one of the
most obvious; but there is also Hop, Hedge Garlic, Yellow
Archangel, Spearmint and Ramsons to name a few.
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As well as the “useful” plants, any hedge, of course, provides a great habitat for a range of “not-sovaluable” plants as well! In the Chesworth hedges, these include Ivy, Black Bryony, Foxglove, Privet and
Dog’s Mercury. This last example is also a useful indicator of a long-established hedge as its rate of
spread is so slow.
Chesworth Farm’s range of hedges have been surveyed and their diversity of plants indicate that some
may be a thousand years old! Dating hedges from its plant variety aside, 18th Century maps show that
almost all of them are certainly well over 300 years old.
So, all-in all, whether laid or just plain flailed the hedge provides a floriferous, fruit-laden, stockproof
wildlife corridor.
*Derived from: the early French, to intertwine or weave and the Latin to plait.
Bibliography:
Hedges by Pollard et al. Collins New Naturalist series 1974
Food for Free by Richard Mabey. Collins 1972
Farming and Birds by Ian Newton. The New Naturalist Library, Collins 2017
Woodlands by Oliver Rackham. The New Naturalist Library, Collins 2018

Tim Thomas
Did you know…?
Each moss ‘plant’ is actually two plants; a ‘mum’ and ‘her baby’. The
leafy green plant is ‘mom’ (the gametophyte generation) and the taller
plant above is the ‘baby’ (the sporophyte generation). Both are
genetically-different individuals. The sporophyte is completely dependent
on the gametophyte for nutrition, so a mature sporophyte often lacks
chlorophyll. Why bother to make your own food when you are nestling in
the arms of a doting mom?

Haworthia truncata is a plant from the
Little Karoo Desert in South Africa. To
provide protection from intense
sunlight it buries itself in the ground. But each buried leaf has a
transparent window to permit sufficient light to enter for
photosynthesis. The cultivated plant in the picture is grown partially
exposed because the light intensity in the UK is so low that
transmission through the leaf windows would be insufficient for
survival.

We don’t often see them now but not many generations ago fleas were an
ever-present scourge. Country folk in Sussex used several aromatic
wildflowers to control this pest but the most favoured was the fleabane,
Pulicaria dysenterica (the common and the scientific names both tell the
story!). A common practice was to burn the leaves, which filled the house
with an acrid insecticidal vapour. Bundles of dried plants were also tucked
away in clothes closets as a protection against clothes-moths. As the
scientific name suggests, it was also used for 'dysentery', once a catch-all
word for any health problem with the digestive system.
Mar/Apr 2020
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Member submissions
John Richardson. 7th January
I was in my Hide last Friday 3rd when this young man came to visit me. He spent just under 25 mins with
me, completely unaware of my presence. I believe he is 18 months old. It is wonderful to be so
close (sometimes
as close as 5
metres) to such a
timid animal.
About a month
ago he came with
his sister and
mother. Precious
moments.

Roger Mason. 21st January
Earthtongues
In 2011, a few strange-looking black growths appeared in
the grass in front of our bungalow. They were specimens
of a group of fungi known as earthtongues, genus
Geoglossum. That year there were four of them, and the
number has steadily increased since then. This past year
there were over eighty.
There are numerous species, many looking very similar,
but in physical appearance, ours seemed to be
Geoglossum
cookeanum.
This was odd,
since G. cookeanum
likes a calcareous,
sandy soil, and our soil
is slightly acid heavy
clay. I checked on the
spores, since they give
some guide to the
species, and on
average they were 115 microns long and 5 microns wide, with
seven septa (internal divisions). This tallies with G. cookeanum. I
passed photos to the local experts in November, but they have yet
to come to a decision. There are currently no records of any
Geoglossum species in my area, which adds to the interest. A
further twist in the tale was the appearance of several tongues with
a whitish appearance in 2012. They bore no resemblance to any
earthtongue species, and they proved to be black tongues covered
with a microfungus.
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Graham Matthews (https://www.warnhamnaturereservefriends.org.uk/). 28th January
Warnham Reserve Litter
In this case, leaf litter!
Over the last year or so I have collected a number of samples of leaf litter from Warnham Reserve. It
makes a change from pond water samples and I can take my time examining the specimens I isolate,
which are preserved in vinegar, whereas water samples need more urgent attention.

My Tullgren Funnel

I use a home-made Tullgren Funnel made from a 2-litre drink bottle to separate the
creatures in the litter from the inanimate material. I cut the bottom off the bottle, put
about a centimetre deep of spirit vinegar into the bottom and fit the top upside down
into this. A metal mesh is placed in the upper unit and a couple of handfuls of litter
go on top of the mesh. An old-fashioned low
wattage filament lamp bulb goes above that and
is switched on. The denizens of the leaf litter
don’t like the heat and the litter being dried out,
so they migrate downwards through the mesh
and fall into the vinegar. It takes about a week to
complete each aliquot of litter. When all has been
processed, the catch can be sorted at my leisure. Probably Pergamasus longicornis, a mite
of the order Mesostigmata. This a

specimen mounted on a microscope slide
Most of the creatures found are very small and require examination
under the microscope to identify, often by means of counting hairs or and is about 2.5 mm long.
shapes of legs. Mites of the genus Pergamasus are very common, but not easy to identify to species
level. Oribatid mites, and Phthiracarid mites are also common. There are
no keys intended for the public, so one has to resort to published
scientific papers and also seek help from experts. I was fortunate in
finding the Facebook Soil
Biodiversity Group and have had
much assistance from Matthew
Shepherd of Natural England, who
Damaeus clavipes, a mite of the order
has also written a key to genus level
Oribatida.
and is using some of my
microscopical images on his website, Soil Biodiversity UK
(http://www.soilbiodiversityuk.myspecies.info/). In addition to mites,
there are many springtails (Collembola), insect larvae and occasional
flies and beetles.

A recent find, as described at
the 27th January HNHS meeting
is a weevil, Euophryum confine,
which lives in rotting wood and
bark. It is not a native species
and originates in New Zealand.
It was first reported in the UK in
1937 and is now widespread.
Sminthurinus niger, a springtail (Collembola)
of the order Symphypleona. This a specimen
mounted on a microscope slide and is about 1
mm long
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Probably Cilliba cassidea, a mite of the
order Mesostigmata. This is a specimen
mounted on a microscope slide

Euophryum confine, a non-native weevil,
now widespread in the UK and Europe. It is
about 3 mm in length
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Facebook
Roger P would like members to know that Facebook can be accessed from the website.
Thanks
Thanks to all contributors for supplying copy for the newsletter. All efforts are greatly appreciated. If
anyone would like to send in contributions for ‘Member submissions’ or ‘Did you know…?’ then please
email them to the Editor. Photographs can be included but please send them as separate files from the
text. If the photographs are not your own then please supply ‘Photo Credit’ details. All submissions will
be credited to the contributor.
Important
Contributions for the newsletter should be with the Editor on the first day of the month preceding
publication i.e. February, April, June, August, October and December, unless otherwise agreed. The
submission of copy is no guarantee it will be published.
It is to be distinctly understood that all views, theories and opinions, expressed in the pages of this
newsletter are solely those of the author(s) concerned. Neither the Editor nor the Officers of the Society
can be held responsible for any embarrassment or injury that might be sustained by reliance thereon.
If you supply photographs or images for use in the newsletter, please make sure they are not subject to
copyright and that royalties are not payable. Many that are copied from the internet are embedded and
can be detected by scanning. Detection is possible now the newsletter is online. The original user may
have paid, but further copies may mean further payment is due, which can be very expensive. Please
note that “Royalty free” does not mean they are free of royalty and no payment is due. The safest thing
is to use your own material.
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