IFIELD MILL POND SURVEY
In 2008 Crawley Museum Society asked Horsham Natural History
Society if they could provide a team to survey the Ifield Water-mill pond.
There were various reasons for the survey to be made.
One reason was that The Environment Agency had advised Crawley
Borough Council (which owns the pond and the local environment) that
because of extensive silting up, pond water was leaking into the local
housing estates and presented a danger of flooding to the area. Serious
work had to be carried out to prevent this happening. As a result
Crawley Borough Council has proposed three plans of action.
The first plan is to return the area into a simple stream and drain the
ponds completely. The second plan is to make a series of small ponds
which do not cause leakage into the local housing estates. The third plan
is: (a)to dredge the thirteen acre pond, making it deeper. (b)Build up the
banks, keeping the present pond in a similar state to what it is now.
Naturally this is the most expensive action to take as it involves extensive
dredging.
The first two actions would mean that there would be a drastic change of
habitat to the present wild life both flora and fauna. Also Ifield Mill
Pond could lose the necessary water supply to drive, the recently restored
Mill water wheel. The third action would keep the present status quo but
there would be a temporary disturbance to wild life.
It all depends upon which action that the CBC decides to take, whether
the wild life habitat that exists today will continue or be lost for the
future.
It was partly due to these reasons and because an earlier study in the
1970’s had been carried out to record the flora and fauna. A new study
would be very useful to compare the changes in wild life from that time
to what exists today. Information boards could be displayed around the
pond and booklets would be written for the public giving information on
the wild life of Ifield Mill Pond.
Five members of Horsham Natural History Society readily agreed to
carry out the survey coordinated by Nick and Angela Sexton. They
were: Arthur Hoare - known nationally for his botanical knowledge,
David Codd - an expert on amphibians, reptiles and general wild life,
Roger Mason – an expert on dragonflies and fungi also having an
extensive botanical knowledge, John and Chris Hamilton –experts on
ornithology.

They began their observations from December 2009 to January 2011.
Their findings have been written in an official report produced by Nick
and Angela Sexton. An illustrated booklet has been produced by them
for the public to purchase. Copies of the report have been lodged
initially with Crawley Museum Society and HNHS. Further copies of
the Report have gone to Crawley Borough Council to help with their
decision making in the action to be taken for remedial work to be carried
out on the pond. If anyone would like copies of the Report and the
Booklet they can be purchased from N. and A. Sexton. (Information re.
purchase can be obtained from N and A Sexton. (Any profits to HNHS
and Crawley Museum Society).

